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of the native press of India. Fifty years ago wise men, its free press
including Lord William Bentinck and Lord Macaulay, two
names ever to he mentioned with honour in an assembly of
our countrymen, gave to India the benefits of a free press.
That free press worked with perfect security and satisfaction
under the reigns of ten or twelve successive Viceroys. Of
course it had its occasional and limited abuses, as every press
must necessarily have in some degree or other; but it is ad-
mitted that the free press, while it gave voice to the true
popular sentiment of the country, imported no evil or political
danger whatever, and did not deviate into their showing the
smallest leaning towards disloyalty. Most unfortunately,
gentlemen, I must say most discreditably, that system has
been destroyed, and the native press of India has been placed
at the mere beck and will of the Viceroy; and not only that,
for- th6 Viceroy of India must necessarily, in his judgment
of the press, l>e greatly governed by the knowledge and
opinion of subordinate officers, who have no responsibility to
us whatever, whose names in many cases we <lo not know,
and if we did know, we .should be no wiser than wo were.
Now, I ask you to consider what it is to give to ^40 millions
of people the benefits of a synteiu like that which brings the
air of freedom into an atmosphere previously ulaguout, to
allow that system to work for half a century, then by an
arbitrary act, passed in obedienco to a telegram from Kngland,
passed in the course of a singlo day, before, any of ua could
have an opportunity of giving our sentiments or judgments
upon it, rudely to take that gift away. This is trifling with
the interests of the Indian Empire. This is not maintaining
the greatness of the country. The greatness of the country,
the solidity of the Empire, deptmdn on the wise, good, kindly
government of those who are subject to it This is a jmrt of
the issue to be decided by you at this eluction. According to
the complexion of the Parliament you determine whether you
wish to hold your dependencies iu the ailken tics of love and tf*Jfa**i**9 **
vou ii.                                                                    a           f